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W E T L A N D  D E L I N E A T I O N S  A N D  E X P E R T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S  

H. T. Harvey & Associates has been a leader in the field of wetland delineation 

since the 1970's when we prepared the "Guide to the Wetlands of the Pacific 

Coast" for the EPA. We have also conducted workshops for Corps and 

Environmental Protection Agency staff on hydrophytes and hydric soil 

identification. In recent years, we have completed over 300 wetland delineations on 

sites ranging in size from a few hundred linear feet of stream channel to thousands 

of acres of vernal pool or seasonal wetland habitat.  

We use knowledgeable senior staff extensively to ensure accurate, precise and 

justifiable wetland delineation process. Our skilled and accomplished staff 

delineates jurisdictional waters in even the most complex circumstances. H. T. 

Harvey & Associates has set a standard of quality for wetland delineations that is 

recognized by the staff of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and other regulatory 

agencies 

We have also provided assistance and expert testimony in wetland delineation 

issues in a variety of legal cases. We were appointed consultants for wetlands 

issues to the California State Attorney General's Office for over 12 years. 

Additionally, we provided expert testimony for the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 

in several landmark cases in the San Francisco Bay Area. We also provide our 

services to legal firms representing private clients.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



D e l i n e a t i o n s  a n d  W e t l a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  P r o j e c t s  
 

S P R I N G T O W N  A L K A L I  S I N K  P R E S E R V E :  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  
O F  W A T E R S  O F  T H E  U . S .  
– Alameda County, California 

The Springtown Alkali Sink Preserve is an approximately 269-acre 
parcel owned by the City of Livermore. This ecologically significant 
area supports numerous federal and state listed plants and wildlife and 
is intended to be preserved and enhanced as habitat for these species. 
As part of the restoration planning effort, H. T. Harvey & Associates’ 
biologists surveyed the preserve for areas which meet the regulatory 
jurisdiction of Waters of the United States (jurisdictional waters) 
during April of 1999, and February through March 2000. The extent 
and distribution of wetlands were surveyed using GPS technology. 
Jurisdictional waters on site totaled approximately 27.10 acres of 
wetlands. That delineation was verified by the U.S. Army Corp of 
Engineers, but the project is on hold.     

Client: Shea Homes, Lin Family 
 

H A Y S T A C K / B U R N S  R E S E R V O I R ,  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  W A T E R S  O F  
T H E  U . S .  – Merced County 

Burns Reservoir is an existing flood control facility constructed and 
operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District. 
The Corps proposes to increase the capacity of that reservoir to 625 
acres, and construct a new 1,375-acre facility called the Haystack 
Reservoir. As a first step toward determining potential impacts to 

existing Corps jurisdiction at these 
reservoirs, H. T. Harvey & 
Associates’ biologists surveyed the 
Haystack Reservoir site, and the 
existing Burns Reservoir and 
Haystack-Burns Connector Road 
for areas that meet the regulatory 
definition of Waters of the United 
States (jurisdictional waters) during 
May through October of 2000. 
Jurisdictional waters on site totaled 
approximately 335.24 acres 
including wetlands (vernal pools, 
wetland swales, vernal pool/wetland 
swale complex and wetlands along 
tributary waters), tributary waters 
and other waters. 
Client:  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Sacramento District: 
Planning Division  



D e l i n e a t i o n s  a n d  W e t l a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  P r o j e c t s  
 
A R D E N W O O D  2 0 0 0  S i t e  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  W A T E R S  O F  
T H E  U . S .  – Alameda County   

The Ardenwood 2000 project is on a 427-acre site located in Fremont, 
California in western Alameda County. We surveyed the project site 
for areas meeting the criteria for jurisdictional waters under the 1987 
National Food Security Act manual. We generated a map from field 
surveys and aerial photo interpretation identifying areas meeting the 
criteria for jurisdictional waters. We produced a technical report in 
support of this evidence. The areas meeting the criteria for 
jurisdictional wetlands occupied 26.07 acres of the project area. This 
work has been done at a level of detail sufficient to permit verification 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  
Client: Frisbie Planning Company 

F R E S N O  D R A I N A G E  A R E A  “ B Y ”  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  
W A T E R S  O F  T H E  U . S . – Fresno County. 

The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District’s Storm Drainage and 
Flood Control Master Plan Drainage Area “BY” encompasses 
approximately 3,040 acres along the eastern edge of the San Joaquin 
Valley in Fresno County, California. The District identified 40 
proposed drainage facilities to be constructed in Drainage Area “BY.”  
We surveyed locations where the proposed drainage facilities will be 
constructed to delineate areas that meet the regulatory definition of 
Waters of the U.S., subject to provisions of Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act. Jurisdictional waters were identified within the individual 
drainage sites and included jurisdictional wetlands, tributary waters 
and other waters. Impacts and mitigation plans were also completed in 
support of the permit applications.  

Client: Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District 

C A L I F O R N I A  S T A T E  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L ' S  O F F I C E :  
W E T L A N D S  R E S E A R C H  A N D  E X P E R T  T E S T I M O N Y  –  Statewide 
California 

For 10 years, we served as wetlands experts for the California State 
Attorney General's Office, providing expert consultation, research and 
expert testimony on a variety of cases. Our work included delineating 
historic tidal wetlands in cases involving State lands. For example, at the 
Mills Property in Huntington Beach, we studied a diked area of about 20 
acres to ascertain whether any or all of it was wetland subject to 
California Coastal Commission jurisdiction. Other tasks associated with 
State actions against fill or degradation of State wetlands involved 
research, as in the Anza-Pacific Lagoon marsh restoration in San Mateo 
County, where we planted marsh plants to determine which planting 
procedures optimize the successful establishment of cordgrass at the 
lower tidal elevations. The survival and growth rates of the plantings were 
monitored and recommendations were made as to marsh restoration methods 
for the entire state. Client:  California State Attorney General's Office  

We served as 

wetlands experts 

for the California 

State Attorney 

General's office 

for ten years. 



D e l i n e a t i o n s  a n d  W e t l a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  P r o j e c t s  
 

L O W E R  G U A D A L U P E  R I V E R  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  
W A T E R S  O F  T H E  U . S .   
–  Santa Clara County  

In the fall of 1997 the Santa Clara Valley Water District 
planned to initiate flood control improvements along the 
lower Guadalupe River. We conducted field surveys and 
prepared a technical report summarizing and mapping of the 
Clean Water Act. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers verified 
that jurisdictional delineation, and the planning and 
permitting of the project are ongoing (2001). This project is 
the extent and distribution of jurisdictional waters along an 
approximately 7-mile stretch of the lower Guadalupe River. 
These areas included identification of tidal and non-tidal 
habitats within the jurisdictional waters under Section 10 and 
Section 404 scheduled to be implemented in 2002.  
Client:  Santa Clara Valley Water District      

 

O T H E R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  D E L I N E A T I O N S  A N D  
E X P E R T  C O N S U L T A T I O N S :  

§ N O R T H  C O Y O T E  V A L L E Y  
I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  O F  W A T E R S  O F  T H E  
U . S. - Santa Clara County. 

       Client:  David J. Powers & Associates 

§  H Y D R I C  S O I L S  &  H Y D R O P H Y T E S  W O R K S H O P  
Client:  U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 

§ W E T L A N D  P L A N T  L I S T  R E V I E W   
– Southwestern United States 
Client:  USDA Soil Conservation Service, Portland 
Oregon  

§ U .  S .  A T T O R N E Y / C O R P S  O F  E N G I N E E R S ,  
L E S L I E  S A L T  C A S E  -  C O Y O T E  T R A C T  
W E T L A N D S  A N D  W I L D L I F E ,  E X P E R T  
T E S T I M O N Y   –  Alameda County 
Clients:  U. S. Attorney's Office and The U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 

§ P O R T  O F  O A K L A N D  W E T L A N D S  A N D  
W I L D L I F E  E X P E R T  T E S T I M O N Y  – Alameda 
County 
Client:  Port Attorney, Port of Oakland  

Photos: Guadalupe River High 
Water 



 
 


